CHAPTER IX

STRIKES

Strikes are the order of the day. They are a symp-
tom of the existing unrest. All kinds of vague ideas are
floating in the air. A vague hope inspires all, and great
will be the disappointment if that vague hope does not
take definite shape. The labour world in India, as
elsewhere, is at the mercy of those who set up as ad-
visers and guides. The latter are not always scrupulous,
and not always wise even when they are scrupulous.
The labourers are dissatisfied with their lot. They have
every reason for dissatisfaction. They are being taught,
and justly, to regard themselves as being chiefly instru-
mental in enriching their employers. And so it requires
little effort to make them lay down their tools. The
political situation too is beginning to affect the labourers
of India. And there are not wanting labour leaders who
consider that strikes may be engineered for political
purposes.

In my opinion, it will be a most serious mistake to
make use of labour strikes for such a purpose, I don't
deny that such strikes can serve political ends. But they
do not fall within the plan of non-violent non-co-opera-
tion. It does not require much effort of the intellect to
perceive that it is a most dangerous thing to make poli-
tical use of labour until labourers understand the political
condition of the country and are prepared to work for
the common good. This is hardly to be expected of
them all of a sudden and until they have bettered their
own condition so as to enable them to keep body and
soul together in a decent manner.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 1049
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